SRI LANKAN

LEOPARD

The Sri Lankan leopard (Panthera pardus kotiya) is

a native subspecies found in habitats ranging from tropical
rainforests to human-influenced biomes. As the island's apex
predator, its striking black-spotted coat, stealth, and elusive nature
make it one of the most charismatic animals in the wild.

Male ranges overlap
parts of other males
and many females,
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Solitary hunters,
except for females
that are with young.
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Year around 90-110 duys

1BpredUEHon. Gestation period.
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26 months Den Locations
Age of first estrus. dens in thick forest

Identify by callings Yeguloiionm oiioig

and scent markings. O
gs. tree caves

Mostly nocturnal
but sometimes seen
during the day.

Lifespan range

10 to 15 years
(in the wild).

Leopardess
moves her cubs
frequently for
their safety.

FOOD HABITS
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It is pragmatic in its choice of diet,
Large Prey Deer, Sambar, Wild Boars.

Small Prey Porcupines, Barking Deer,
Yellow-striped Mouse Deer,
Purple-Faced Leaf Langur.
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THREATS
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Smaller segment for variety.
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Habitat loss Wire snares for  Retaliation Poaching

and other species killing (after (Trafficking in

fragmentation livestock animal parts. )
depredation)

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

Tail
More than half of the total body

length (Approx. 3 feet)

Adult males having huge,
broad heads and at least
30% larger than females.

Weight
25-70 kg,
with males

being
heavier.

Height

L
45-80 cmat
Total Length 4 — 7 feet (head to tail). the sh?aulders. °

Samd HEAP

Sri Lankan leopards have
large heads and broad
foreheads marked with
unigue solid black spots,
allowing individual
identification through
their patterns.

Y COAT

Leocpards have rosettes
and black dots, with coats
ranging from straw to
golden brown. Melanistic
forms (black) are seenin
montane and wet zones.
They adapt well to various
habitats, including areas
near plantations and
human settlements.

PAWS

Leopards have retractable
claws that are necessary
for climbing trees or
jumping on prey.
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6-10 days 2 cubs perlitterin ~ Weight
Eye-opening most cases and the ~ Maximum of
phase. exception of 3 to 4 1 kg atbirth.
cubs can be
observed.

GENERAL INFORMATION

POPULATION ! 5 ; '

However estimated population
within the country assumed as
less than 1500 individuals
and population is declining.

HUNTING

The Sri Lankan leopard
stealthily stalks its
prey, striking with a
sudden leap and
killing with a single
throat bite. They are
opportunistic hunters. No official countrywide

population estimate is available.
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